Dear friends,

The holiday season is a wonderful time for us to
thank everyone who makes our jobs a pleasure
and ensure our success all year long. Mentor Me-
North Georgia, Inc. would not be possible without
your continued support. So, everyone at Mentor
Me would like to take this moment to say Thank
You and to send our best wishes to you.

What fun we all had this past year! There was a
HUGE turnout to hunt for Easter eggs in March.
The kids hopped down the bunny trail and their
very cute pictures landed on the Appen
Newspapers website. “Take me out to the ball
game, take me out to the crowd...” The mentors
and children had a ball watching the Braves take
on the L.A. Dodgers at Turner Field in April. We
found out that watching baseball is a lot easier than
actually playing it, but we gave it a try. “Batter Up!”
We formed a co-ed softball team that played in the
adult spring softball league at Central Park in
Forsyth County. There were many bruises, some
aches and pains, but we proved to be somewhat
competitive by the end of the season. If you are
interested in playing in 09’ let us know. The Mentor
Me children were hooked on fishing in May. The
annual fishing and cook out sponsored by the
Cumming Forsyth Optimist Club always reels in the
kids.
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As we look back at 2008 it's amazing to see all
the changes that have occurred at our mentoring
agency. The most exciting change took place in
June when we became an independent non-profit
organization. Mentor Me is composed of the
same volunteers, staff, mentors and children that
were part of the Forsyth County branch of Big
Brothers Big Sisters, Northwest Georgia
Mountains. We can now better meet the needs of
our communities. Mentor Me staff worked many
long hours preparing for the transition. We hope
you enjoy our new logos, slogan “Making
Memories That Last A Lifetime”, website,
brochures and activities. Our community based
program also expanded. “Kick it UP!” and Reach
are our two new school programs.



Mentor Me would like to thank everyone who
spared a little time in August for our annual Bowl
for Kids fundraiser. The money raised directly
supports the children through one-on-one
mentoring relationships. Our last fundraiser, The
First Annual Mentor Me Ball Drop, took us to new
heights in October. Nearly 1,500 golf balls were
dropped from a hot air balloon over a hole in the
great lawn at The Golf Club of Georgia in
Alpharetta. Balloons Over Georgia donated the
balloon for the night. A school counselor at Settles
Bridge Elementary won the grand prize! CBS news
attended and aired video of the event during the 11
o’clock news. There was a lot of fun had by all
during the cocktail reception and long-putt contest.

Mahalo! To thank our mentors, a Luau party was
held in June. It was fun time for our volunteers to
meet each other and relax. Everyone enjoyed
playing volleyball, horseshoes, hula-hoops, doing
the limbo and listening to the DJ. Mentors make
a difference in the life of a child, but they also
know how to have fun at a Luau!

At the end of October, mentors and their buddies
brought canned goods and bought pumpkins to
paint during the Spooky to be Hungry in Forsyth
County fall festival. All the proceeds benefited
“The Place Of Forsyth” food pantry. The children
said they felt good helping others. They also had
a lot of fun bobbing for apples, getting their faces
painted, competing in sack races and playing
carnival games. Most recently, the children had a
blast playing together during the Mentor Me
holiday party. The Forsyth County Optimist Clubs
hosted the event. Santa was a crowd favorite and
of course the children loved singing! We may
have some future American ldols on our hands!
All of us at Mentor Me- North Georgia are looking
forward to a very full and fun 2009!



